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What is a degree map?

• Semester-by-semester list of courses to take 
to graduate on time

• Customized for each student

• Updated regularly

• Tied to registration



What is on a map?

• Description of major

• Career resources tied to major

• Expected on-time graduation date

• Courses by semester (list for electives)

• Milestone courses and actions identified

• Notice of financial aid completion 
requirements

• Notice of free course guarantee



What is the free course guarantee?

• Institutions shall make courses available to 
students

• Students who follow map but find course 
unavailable get:

– New map with that course in a different semester 
OR

– Course for free in future semester



Eligibility for Free Course

• Student followed map in prior semesters

• Student unable to register for course

– Course is full, offered at same time as other 
mapped course, or not offered that semester

– All sections are full and online not available

– Student attempted to register during priority 
registration

– Student is not outside of 150 percent program 
length



Extended-Time Maps

• Situations in which it is permissible to extend the 
map past on-time:
– Change major after year 1
– Declared double major
– Not admitted to competitive-admission major
– In approved programs exceeding 60/120 hours
– Shift pathway transferring from 2-year to 4-year
– Identified as needing more than 6 remedial credits
– Not meeting SAP; failing or withdrawing
– Facing military deployment, other special 

circumstance 



Suggested Practices

• “Choose your major” workshop

• Broad interest areas for undecided students

• Suggested “best fit” electives

• Seamless link between map and registration

• Mandatory meetings with advisor for “off-
map” students

• Proactive course scheduling based on map 
data














